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Dear high school student, 
 
Thanks for your interest in writing an opinion piece for The Post-Standard. If you can write well and you have something 
to say, I’d love to give you a chance. The column, called “Voices,” is a well-read feature, allowing you to express your 
views and observations to a wide audience. It enriches our coverage and gives you a great reason to do some polished, 
thoughtful essay writing.  
  
A submitted article should be 400 to 500 words long. It can be a persuasive piece about an educational, social or 
school-based issue that somehow affects you; a humorous take-off on something affecting young people generally; or a 
personal story that might illustrate a larger issue about life as a student or teen-ager. If it’s important to you and you 
feel a need to let people know about it, it’s probably a good topic. 
  
Essays can be mailed to me at the following address: The Post-Standard, 216 Fayette St., Manlius, 13104. Better yet, 
essays can be e-mailed to me at civen@syracuse.com. Please include your age, school, year in school, and telephone 
number.  
  
This is a competitive process; only the best will get published. Some topics are better than others, of course, so if you 
want to discuss article ideas before you begin writing, please give me a call at 470-3250. If your essay is selected, I 
will ask you to come to our downtown office so we can photograph you in our studio. There is no deadline, but articles 
that arrive sooner have a better chance of being published by the end of the school year. Essays may be edited to 
make them shorter, to make the wording more clear, or to correct factual errors. I want your opinions to come through 
loud and clear. 
  
If you have questions or comments, please call me or send me an e-mail. To find out what issues your peers are 
writing about, check out the Voices column in The Post-Standard on Tuesdays. 
 
Thank you and good luck.  
   
Sincerely,  
  
Chris Iven  
Inside Our Schools page editor  
The Post-Standard  


